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Prof Chris O’Brien speaks to Parramatta Marist students about his career and battle with cancer. Picture: PHIL BLATCH MAS41602

JESSICA CAMPION True men, with steel
in their backbone,
have compassion ’

‘

Be men of
steel, Prof
tells boys

WORLD-RENOWNED surgeon
Prof Chris O’Brien returned to his
old school, Parramatta Marist
High, last week to share insights
gained through his career and his
continuing battle with cancer.

Prof O’Brien was a leading sur-
geon based at Prince Alfred Hos-
pital and consulting surgeon on
Channel Nine’s hit medical
program RPA until he retired in
2006 after he was diagnosed with a
malignant brain tumour.

His visit and speech to the
school was all the more inspiring
considering his ill health.

A former school captain in 1968,

Prof O’Brien told the boys how he
grew up in Regents Park,
Bankstown and then Westmead.

The founder of the Australian
and New Zealand Head and Neck
Society said his schooling years
were the ones that had shaped
him.

‘‘The many years at Parramatta
were really the years that made
me who I am,’’ Prof O’Brien said.

‘‘Discipline was absolute.

‘‘But (Marist) instilled an enor-
mous sense of unity and school
spirit.’’

He had a lot of advice for the
students but said the most valu-
able thing he had learnt was the
importance of compassion.

‘‘True men, with steel in their
backbone, have compassion,’’ he
said.

‘‘Don’t wait until you’ve got a
brain tumour to open your
hearts.’’

During student question time,
Prof O’Brien was prompted to give
updates about his state of health
and future plans.

‘‘After two months of being

cancer-free there’s a regrowth of
the cancer in my brain and I have
to confront a fourth operation on
Monday (June 9),’’ he said.

‘‘I will not be returning to work.
I’ve had a terrific career but in
November 2006 I had to stop
everything in my life.

‘‘The cancer has been a gift –
some people might think ‘some
gift’ – but it has given me an
opportunity to re-evaluate my life
and reinvent myself.

‘‘I have set two goals: to write a
book and have a world-class can-
cer centre built. The illness has
created the opportunity to see
these goals through.’’

Guards’ guns, cash stolen in brazen heist
BRENTON CHERRY

TWO men have escaped with cash
and firearms following the brazen
armed robbery of two security
guards at Westfield Parramatta
last Tuesday.

Just before 1pm two armed men
entered the busy shopping centre
and held up two security guards in

the middle of a cash and transit
delivery.

The robbers fled, on foot, with
the money and the guards’ fire-
arms, escaping by a fire exit door
before getting into a waiting car.

A crime scene was established
with officers from the robbery and
serious crime squad and the foren-

sic armed robbery unit in attend-
ance.

Police are appealing for help to
locate a silver Mitsubishi Evo that
is believed to have been used in
the robbery.

Serious crime squad chief Insp
Greg Antonjuk said investigators
were keen to hear from anyone

who may have witnessed the rob-
bery.

‘‘We are aware that there are a
lot of people who saw the incident
but who have not had their details
taken down by police,’’ he said.

‘‘We would ask that if they have
any information to contact Parra-
matta police or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.’’

CRIME STOPPERS
1800 333 000

on the beat

Man shot on
busy street
A MAN is in a stable condition
after being shot in the leg on a
busy road in Granville last week.

About 5.45pm last Thursday, the
21-year-old was approached by
three males on Rawson Rd.

An argument then ensued and
the victim was shot in his right
thigh.

The man collapsed on the
footpath before several members
of the public rendered first aid.

The three men were seen
heading west along Rawson Rd.

The victim was taken to
Westmead Hospital where he
remains in a stable condition.

Police have spoken with several
witnesses but they have only
provided general descriptions of
the offenders.

Anyone else with information
about the shooting should call
Rosehill police via Crime Stoppers
on 1800 333 000.

Truck taken
in $2m theft
A TRUCK carrying about
$1.96 million worth of computer
and mobile phone equipment was
stolen from Homebush Bay last
week.

Between 10.45pm on Friday and
8.30am Saturday, the truck
carrying Seimans brand
equipment not yet available for
sale in Australia, was stolen in
Stromboli St.

The equipment had been on
display at an exhibit in Sydney
and was due to be displayed in
Melbourne.

The stolen white 2007 Hino
Pantec truck has NSW
registration plates, AR98UK, and
the company name on the back
roller shutter.

Police are appealing for anyone
who has any knowledge of the
theft, or who knows the
whereabouts of the truck, to
contact Flemington police on
9646 8699 or Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000.

Metropolitan
Built-in Wardrobes Pty Ltd

FREE MEASURE & QUOTE   
SHOWROOM OPEN 6 DAYS

Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm  Sat 8.30am - 1pm

T: 9763 5899, F: 9763 5877 
www.metropolitanwardrobes.com.au

Unit 6, 1-15 Wentworth Rd Nth, Homebush 
(off Bellona Ave)

15 YEARS 
GUARANTEED
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CLAIM 
DENIED?

LAW SOCIETY 
ACCREDITED SPECIALIST

WENDY HUNT

W.D. Hunt & 
Associates
Lawyers

WENDY D. HUNT
LLB,(UTS) ASSOC 

DIP.S.W.(Wsyd) Grad Dip L.P.

1800 073 793
Level 3, Perth House

85 George St, Parramatta

“First Consultation free”
2253995i pag wk21

Unit 2/14-38 Bellona Ave Regents Park Tel 9738 0800

Wholesaler Closing Down
After many years of supplying Australian 

major furniture retailers, due to tough 
economic conditions and end of lease, we 

are forced to liquidate all our stock

  bedroom furniture
  lounge suites 
leather & fabric
 dining suites
 bar and kitchen stools 
 coffee and sofa tables 
 wall units

All has to be sold for a portion of normal selling prices. 
Most stock still in boxes or in original packing.

Cash and carry or use your credit card

 table lamps
 mirrors
 occasional and kitchen chairs
 curio cabinets
 TV cabinets

and lots of decorator items
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10am - 5pm Everyday (inc. Sat & Sun)


