
The Parramatta Marist Story
(by BR.  RUPERT KELLY,  M.A. ,  M.Ed. )

1975 is for us a year to celebrate and re-
member: the centenary of Parramatta
Marist High School. On [4th June, 1875,
three Marist Brothers first stood before their
cfasses of 32 primary pupils in the old
rhool in Pennant Street (now Victoria
Road). A century later there are now more
than a thousand pupils divided into a Junior
School for primary classes (Grades 5 and
6) still at the original Victoria Road site,
ud a Senior School for secondary classes
(Forms I to VI) in Old Windsor Road,
Westmead, opposite the mammoth hospital,
noisy in its birth pangs.

The Marist Brothers who came to Aus-
tralia were the spiritual sons of a rugged
ad saintly young French priest, Marcellin
Ctampagnat, now Blessed Marcellin, foun-
&r of the Brothers and co-founder of the
Marist Fathers. Within a few months of his
lst appointment, to the hamlet of Lavalla,
trar Lyons, in 1817, Father Champagnat,
apalled at the prevailing religious ignor-
rc and illiteracy - legacies of the French
lsvolution and its aftermath - founded the
Ierist Brothers. He attracted semi-literate
lumg peasants from their farms and with-
L an incredibly short time, taught them,
lnined them, inspired them with confidence
L God and his Mother, and sent them out
b tcach. They succeeded. When Champag-
E died in 1840, there were 280 Brothers,
teching 6,000 pupils in 48 schools.

His order spread much more rapidly after
b death, and in 1852 was established in
Dritain. From Britain, 20 years later, his
Dnothen were to spread to Australia.

For Parramatta Catholics about 1817, the
riuation, as far as religion and education
rer€ concerned, was even more grim than
h France. If they were convicts, and most
d them were, they were forced to attend
Ltotestant services at the threat of the lash;
ttcir children attended the orphan school
rtere they received instruction in the Angli-
c.n catechism. The brief ministry of Father
O'Flynn made little difference: after some
aonths he was arrested, imprisoned and
&ported.

The gloom was alleviated by the arrival
ir 1820 of Father Therry, as the first Cath-

olic chaplain appointed by the Colonial
Office. One of his first acts, at the end of
1820 or the beginning of 1821, was to
establish a Catholic school in Parramatta.
In Hunter Street, Father Therry's teacher,
George Morley, taught 31 children. He and
his successors received no fixed salary from
the Governor but were paid at the rate of so
much per pupil, James O'Connor, for
example, receiving t40 on that basis in
r  8 2 8 .

In 1826 the Governor dismissed the zea-
lous but peppery Therry from his office as
chaplain and appointed Father Power. Mass
had been celebrated in Parramatta since
1820 in a loft above Parramatta Gaol, which
was situated ti l l  the 1830s in the present
Prince Alfred Park, then known as Torture
Green. Denied further use of the gaol for
Mass, the unpopular Power began building
a stone church in Pennant Street on the
site of the present school, but he did not
manage to complete it. Meanwhile the first
St. Patrick's Church was quickly built hard
by on the corner of Pennant Street and
Villiers Street (now Marist Place). When
this church was already being used for Mass
in 1837, Father Power's incomplete church
was finished off and thereafter used as a
school  t i l l  1918.

The Old School  bui l t  in  1836. A picture token before
the Erothers come fo Porromolto.

It seems probable, therefore, that 1837
was the date of the transfer of Father
Therry's Hunter Street school to Pennant
Street. It also seems probable that this
school, conducted by lay teachers from
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George Morley about 1820 to J. B. Doyle
in 1875 when the Brothers took over, is
the oldest existing school in Australia.

A not so fanciful historical parallel has it
that when the lrish in the 5th century
called out in distress for Christian teachers,
France sent them St. Patrick; when the same
cry went up from the Irish in New South
Wales in the 19th century, France sent them
the Marist Brothers. At all events, when
Catholic education in N.S.W. in the 1870s
seemed in a hopeless position and Church
authorities made anguished appeals for re-
ligious orders, it was a group o! fgurloung
Marist Brothers, sent by their French
superiors from Britain, who at length
answered the call.

They comprised a Frenchman' Br. Lud-
ovic, al the h-elm, a Scot, Br. Augustine, and
two lrishmen, Br. Jarlath and Br. Peter.
Arriving on 26th February, 1872,, t!-gy s-et
up a school at St. Patrick's, Church Hill. In
tliis congested area of The Rocks, the-y
establighed in quick time a primary 9c-hoo.l'
a higtr school 

- 
(transferred to St- Mary's

Cathedral and finally to Darlinghurst), a
boarding school (transferred to Hunter's
Hill and needing no introduction as St.
Joseph's College) and a novitiate (trans-
ferred to Hunter's Hill and finally to Mitta-
gong).

Since all the other Marist schools estab-
lished in this early era: St. Patrick's at
Church Hill, the High School at Darling-
hurst, St. Francis' in the Haymarke! -(a
victim of the underground railway), and St'
Benedict's in Chippendale have since been
closed, and two others, Sacred Heart in
Darlinghurst and St. Mary's, both taken over
by the Christian Brothers, Parramatta sur-
vives as the senior Marist school.

When the Marist Brothers arrived in Syd-
ney in 1872 Catholic education was be-ing
slowly strangled. State schools had been first
established in N.S.W. in 1848. After that,
State schools and government-su\sidised
Church schools existed uneasily together'
The State schools iound their champion in
Henry Parkes. His Public Schools Act of
1866- aimed at much needed educational
reform and efficiency: education in this state
became centralised under government con-
trol exercised through a powerful Council
of Education. Another aim of the 1866 Act
soon became obvious: the quiet elimination
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of Church schools until the Parkesian ideal
of having all the children of N.S.W. edu-
cated together in a monolithic state system
divorcedJrom Church control, was achieved.
The sloppily drafted 1866 Act permitted the
Councif 6f Education, whose regulations had
the force of law, to discriminate against
Church schools and to enforce such string-
ent conditions for the granting of State aid
that increasing numbers of Church schools
lost their certificate and hence all govern-
ment assistance.

The 1866 Act provided for general re-
ligious education and Bible study (from
w'hich Catholics could be exempted) and for
frequent visits by Catholic clergy. Unhap-
pily too, there was, from the Catholic point
of 

-view, 
little difference between State and

Church schools. Parkes, therefore, found it
easy to,conduct a clever campaign aiming at
persuading Catholic parents that, ecclesias-
iical fulminations to the contrary notwith-
standing, they could in good conscience
send their children to State schools. His
degree of success can be inferred from the
fact that in the 1870s almost 60 per cent
of Catholic children in N.S.W. attended State
schools.

In the 1870s, moreover, the Catholic
Church was becoming increasingly isolated
in its stand on education. There was a time
when Bishop Broughton could voice Angli-
can opinion, as he did in 1839 when he said
that Anglican schools were to his church as
"the artery through which the life blood is
conveyed irom the heart to the extremities.
Sever-this and she dies." While the Catholic
bishops were still proclaiming this vital link
between religion and education, the Angli-
can laity and most of its clergy were satis-
fied with the Act of 1866.

A Catholic Association set up by Arch-
bishop Polding in 1867 in order to raise
money to pay lay teachers in indepen9ent
Catholic schools, folded up in utter failure
about the time of the Marist Brothers'
arrival. Polding's dilemma was this: to set
up independent Catholic schools which he
c6uld not finance, or to continue to accept
State aid under a system he regarded as
"abominable". Increaiingly senile and deeply
despondent, Polding could never have re-

solved it. He was saved by the appointment
in 1873 of the dynamic, young Archbishop
Vaughan as his coadjutor'
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. Vaughan rook responsibit ity for Catholic
education,. provided rousing ieadership anJ
proclaimed the solution of the Catholic
education. problem, -that is, by religioui
91ders independenr of State aiO anO coitrol.
Not that this solution was his; as Brother
Ronald shows in his monumental study of
Catholic education in Australia, the tt i" ' t ing
ld example were those of other ,.n]
Btl,op Geoghegan and Sheil in South Aus_
lnlia where Father Julian Tenison Woods
rd Mother Mary McKillop founded the
Sbren of St. Josiph for teaching working_
dass children. Bishop James euinn in
Brbbane and his brothir Marrhew in Bath_
trst, and the bishops of Maitland and
Cnulburn - these were the pioneers and
btigators.. Vaughan had a period of doubt
rd hesltation, and worried about questions
d costs and the teaching competence of the
lfarist Brothers. Once ih.s. *.r. dispelled,
b became an enthusiastic supporter of the
Brorhers. As O'Farrell says in',the Catholic
Ourch in Australia", Viughan's ,,decision,
- 1874, to vigorously enco-urage the ,pr.uJ
- the Marisf gtorl.rs, ;d"g Sy.fn;t{

t ional policy into l ine with "thai 
of the

dioceses".

fn July 1879 Vaughan and the three other
bops of N.S.W. Gized the init iative and

deliberately brought the education
tg. u gliryax by pubtishing a Joint
T!r. bishops, Vaughan e-xplained,

ing "the old rotten syitem" operating
1866, "determined to bring things ro

clrsrs - to cause the Government to do
!f ryiq their abominable system, though
rbould be at the expense of our share 

-of

aid."- In forthright language the pas_
stated that, for Catholics, the secular

alcrted hitherto apathetic Catholics to the
vital need of Carholic schools and disposeJ
them to make sacrif ices to maintain tnem.
I t  str . rng.Parkes, his long-term scheme,uin.J,
to retaliate by means of tris public Instruc_
tron Acr of 1880, which ended State aid to
all Church schools. Hence it ruined non_
Catholic Church schools, in particular the
exte:rsive system established by the Church
of England. But it launchei a Catholic
system of education parallel to but indepen_
dent of the State sysiem and viable because
of the work of religious teaching orders and
the generosity of dedicated Catliolics.

. It w-as right in the middle of this educa_
tronal furore, between the Acts of l g66 and
1880, that the Marist Brothers arrived in
lVdneV. Their immediate success at St.
Patrick's may be i l lustrated by Bishop Ouinn
wno was bent on securing Brothers for
Bathu.rsr. Inspecting the sch-ool on the day
atter its opening, he observed that a miracle
would be needed to subdue the tough Rocks'
youngsters. Visit ing the school a few weeks
later he exclaimed in admiration that ..devils
had been transformed into angels, *otvei
into lambs."

The architect of success was the charm_
ing, competent and deeply religious French_
man, Br. Ludovic. His three 

-confri,res, 
as

religious and teachers, left much to be de-
sired: within a short t ime all three aban_
doned the institute, though Br. Augustine
was to return. What saved the day was that
Br. Ludovic, despite the archbishop's initial
opposition, established a novitiaie three
months after opening the school. young
men were not slow to offer themselves ai
postulants, among the first being Br. Edwin
and Br. Stanislaus, both to be members of
the pioneer Parramatta staff selected bv Br.
Ludovic.

The pioneering work of Br. Ludovic has
been aptly summed up by Br. Owen who
described him as "a 

- 
fearless leader who

conquered exile, the slanders and defection
of false brethren, the suspicions and jeal-
ousies of churchmen and opposition of all
kinds: a Frenchman in an trish setting, far
from advice and guidance, practically 

-alone

under pressures that no training couid have
prepared him to meet, he found the solu-
tions in the pflven wisdom of the teachings
of our Blessed Founder".

His burden was eased by the arrival of
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The effects of the Pastoral were immedi-

contravene the first principles of the
lian religion, and secondly, because
are seed- plots of future immorality, in-
r)' and lawlessness . .". Caiholic

Bnts were exhorted to send their children
Catholic schools and support them at

and dramatic. "Within a week". as
arrell notes, "attendance of Catholics at

y t State schools had dropped by
_20 per cent". It precipitated iire most
y bitter and widespread sectarian
ersy in the history of N.S.W. It
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two stalwart Marists: in 1873 Br. Angel, a
Frenchman who never mastered English
and who was soon to be first director of
the Parramatta school: in 1876 the first
Provincial, Br. John, an Irishman. Br.
Ludovic admired Br. Angel's sterl ing qual-
it ies, his wil l ingness to do any sort of work,
his wise advice and loyal support. As Br.
John was later to write, he became Ludo-
vic's "right arm". Br. John took over the
reins from Br. Ludovic and energetically
promoted the work so well begun. In his
first 17 years. 27 new establishments were
begun and the number of Brothers increased
from 40 to an astonishing 225. Appointed
in spite of wretched health, he laboured
with outstanding success for the Australian
Province. as Provincial and Assistant-Gen-
eral, for nearly 40 years with harCly a day's
i l lness.

The Parramatta to which the Brothers
came in 1875 had developed slowly, albeit
"The Cradle City of Australia". Governor
Phi l l ip had changed i ts name in l79l  f rom
Rose Hi l l .  By the end of  that  year,  wi th a
population of upwards of 2,000, most of
them convicts, it was a more important
centre than Sydne1,, which the locals referred
to not a l itt le patronisingly, as "that thriving
seaport at the mouth of the Parramatta
River" .  But in 1875 i t  was st i l l  a quiet
country centre.  For many'  years i t  remained
the only S1'dne1 school of ours that could
be cal led rural .  I t  \ \ 'as not less esteemed
for that  reason br the Marist  Brothers.  who
had been founded to teach in rural  areas.

Therc had bc-en some opposition from
parishioners to the coming of  the Brothers.
Their school \\ 'as a certif ied Denominational
School  where teachers '  salar ies u 'ere paid bv
thc Counci l  of  Educat ion under the Act of
1866. The proposal  ro br ing in Brothers
who were not certif ied. u'hose teaching
abi l i ty ,  therefore.  seemed someu'hat suspeci
and rvhose salar ies would have to be paid
bv the par ish.  was such that the opposi t ion
haci  a fa i r  case. Br.  Ludovic agreed to al lou
Brothers to take the Counci l  of  Educat ion's
cxam in order to secure cert i f icat ion.  But
the Counci l .  in May 1875. rejected rheir
application. The apparent injusrice of this
decision generated sympathy for the
Brothers and won the support of parishion-
crs who had opposed their coming to
Parramatta.

P a e e  l 0

ln response to a request from the Parish
Priest, Archdeacon Rigney, Br. Ludovic
sent three Brothers who, on l4th June 1875,
took over the school from John B. Doyle, the
last of a long l ine of lay teachers in charge.
They were the amiable Frenchman Br.
Angel, and two young Australians, Br.
Edwin and Br. Stanislaus. Though he
migrated from England at eight years of age,
Br. Edwin considered himself a true Aus-
tralian. A fine cricketer and club-mate of
Charlie Bannerman and his brother Alex.
he was the first to join the order in this
country. Later on he did excellent work in
New Zealand and became in his mellower
years identif ied with St. Joseph's College,
where in the 1890s he launched that college
into competitive cricket and rugby football
in the teeth of opposition from France.

Br. Stanislaus, an ex-pupil of St. Stanis-
laus', Bathurst, joined the Brothers in 1873.
He was a charming man of rare artistic
gifts who, after three fruitful years at Parra-
matta, became Director of St. Joseph's and
other schools, Provincial, and then Master
of Novices at the new novitiate at
Mittagong.

On opening day the Brothers faced 32
pupils divided into three primary classes
in a large, undivided stone building that
had been meant for a church, on the site of
the present two-storeyed school. There must
have been some chaos to cope with on that
Monday, for Br. Augustine records in his
diary for  thc l4th June that Br.  Ludovic
was in Sydney trv ing to buy furni ture for
the Parramatta school. "the Council of Edu-
cation having taken everything away on
Saturdav last" .  Br,  the second week the en-
ro lment  u 'as  56 .  b1  1876 i t  was  75  and a
rcar later.  100. Soon af ter  the day school
had beeun. a night school  was opened. The
Brothe rs l ir ed for a few weeks in a rented
cottagc nearbr'. \\ 'hen this proved to be too
smal l .  thcr took up residence on "The
F a r m " .

'Ihis 
\\ 'as a l3 acre property at North

Parramatta on the bank of the river opposite
the present gaol and psychiatric centre. It
was bounded on trvo sides by what is now
Kleins Road and Briens Road. and on the
eastern side b1' the headwaters of the Par-
ramatta River near its junction with Toon-
gabbie Creek. Its fourth or southern side
sloped down towards Redbank Road but
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ended short of it. About l j  miles bv road
from the school, it could be reachea Uy o
short-cut through the asylum grounds - a
route the Brothers took except in flood time.

Br. Ludovic purchased this property in
June 1875 from the Desmond lami lv at  a
price of f720. He had it in mind as- a site
for a novitiate and a boarding school. In
ihe event, however, both were to be estab-
ished not at Parramatta, but at Hunter's
Hil l. partly because of the proximity of
ihe Marist Fathers at Vil la Maria.-fhe 

farm comprised a dairy, pigs, poul-
:n. bee hives, and a mixed orchaid, most
of it some 7 acres_ of orange trees. It sup-
plicd fruit to St. Joseph's College and the
local market. Br. Augustine's diary records
lor l3th August,  1875: "Br.  Angel  came
from Parramatta with a case of oranges";
and for lOth June, L876: "Sold the or inges
at the farm for f,30."

Dominating the farm property, which was
hrgh enough to overlook lhe iown, was a
,arge. ryalnly weatherboard cottage, with
a verandah round most of it and i central
open courtyard. Here the Brothers resided
rrl l 1888, soon after which they rented it
out t i l l  i t was sold in 1916. Mri. f ' . Kelly,
tnee Elizabetb Hill), whose husband Frank
is. an ex-pupil of Great War vintage, and
whosc son Fr. Michael Kelly, is now study-
ing i1 Rome, lived in the cottage from l9f0
to 1916, her father being the last renter.
Her fond memories of the farm have been
confirmed by those of Mrs. Kath Kearney,
uho played there as a girl and whose son Fr.
James Kearney was ordained in 1963 and
died in 1969.

One result of the change of residence was
rhat the night school had to be abandoned,
.ince six trips a day between farm and
.chool proved too much. After four months
Brs. Angel and Edwin were transferred to
Srdney' to be replaced by Br. Vial as Dir-
ector, and Br. Canute. When Br. Vial
rc 's igned in June 1878, Br.  Angel ,  who had
u'orn himself out teaching a class of 100 of
the 1'oungest boys at St. Benedict's, returned
as Director and cook at the farm, his motive
being to help the young Brothers on the
staff who were upset by the abrasive Br.
Vial 's sudden but short-l ived outbursts of
temper. Again his stay was a short four
months. His health grew worse and he died
happilv in October that year. the first of
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the Marist teachers to die in this countrv.
He had been an admirable religious in eveiy
way. Br. Ludovic who knew him best
described him as "a man of great piety, thor-
ough devotedness, unfeigned charity and
good sense - a real saint on earth". After-
wards he wrote of him "Quel beau model
pour nos Frires d'Australie".

In June 1876 came the first of "the exam-
inations and exhibit ions of studies", held
twice a year in those days. Widely publi-
cised, they were well attended by Church
leaders of all denominations. Each class in
turn was paraded into the school before an
audience of parents and visitors, and exam-
ined orally in subjects which included read-
ing, spell ing, grammar and parsing,
geography, tables, arithmetic, mensuration,
and book-keeping. Specimens of pupils'
work were exhibited, prizes awarded, and
the proceedings enlivened by recitations,
plays and singing. A delighted Fr. Rigney
expansively observed, according to the
Freeman's Journal, that his school had the
pick of the Brothers in Sydney.

Br. Vial resumed as Director and con-
tinued at Parramatta ri l l  Julv 1879. A
strong and able teacher despiie occasional
bouts of depression, he worked on ti l l  his
death at Mittagong in 1910. He was a
worthy representative of that band of some
30 French Brothers who did yeoman service
in this province of the antipodes.

- During the directorship (1882-1882) of
Br. Paul of the Cross, a future provincial,
the school produced the first of many relig-
ious vocations when John Harroway entered
the novitiate to begin a long, zealous and
colourful career as Br. Gabriel. Soon after-
wards his brothers, Andrew (Br. Andrew
Mary) and Hugh (Br. Jerome) followed his
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bc  r cp lucc r l  i . i s  D i r cc to r  o f  Pa r r l r n t r t t a  b t

B r  ( ' r r i l .  \ \ ' h c r r  B r ' . . f o h n .  r t f t c t ' l t  c c - r u p l c  o f

\ c i . i r s .  t ' t t o r  c r l  h i n t  t o  Ncn '  Z - c l t l a r t d  l a t c  l n

i 8 8 ( ) .  t l r c  n c n  p l r i s h  p r i c s t .  \ 1 g r .  O ' R c i l l r .

w l r s  i nccnsc r l  l t t  h l r  i r l q  l i  F r c t l ch l l l an .  B r '

C lauc i ius .  in  ch l t rgc  o f  h is  scht lc - r l  Hc cvc ' t l

\ \ ' c -h t  l ( )  s ! - r .  thc  Card ina l  aboLr t  i t .  For t r - rn-

a te l l  t he  p r ( ) t cq t  r vas  d i sn t i sscc l .  Q t re  s t i o r l c c i

on  t hc  n ta t t r ' r .  B r .  . l ohn  t o l c l  t hc  Ca rc ' l i na l

t h l r t  t hc  n i \ \  I t t i . t t t  t r  ou l c l  " pL l t  so l l l c  l i f c  i n to

t h i s  s c h o t r l  u  h r c h  u . l t s  l t i t l t t r i s h i n g  a  l i t t l c " .
- I  

h i s  p r c r i i c t i o r t  t L t r t t e  d  oL l t  t t l  hc  somc-

th i ne  o f  l i n  t t nc l c r - s ta t c t t . t e ' t l t .  L ]ndc r  t hc

d r  n l r r t t i c  l i t t c l  i n : p i r i ng  l cac l c r s t l i p  o f  B r .

C l r r r r c l i L r s  (  l 8 8 q -  I  8 q 8 ) .  u  i t h  t h c  a s s i s t a n c c  o f

t \ \ ' ( )  ou t s tand ing  \ oL lng  B ro the rs  i n  B r '

Osn tL tnc l  l r r t c l  B r .  C l i . i t l l i r .  t hc  schoo l  r i  as  t t r

c r r i o r  i u r  r i \ t ( ) n i sh ing  r . - n l l l s sancc .

On  thc  t t t l t c r i l r l  s rdc  B r  C ' l ; - r L rd iL r s  *  as  n t l t

l r L r s t n r t c r l  b r  t h c  t r r t . i n c r l l  c r i g c n c i e s  t h a t

p r l t rE t t cd  I - r l - t ' \  i o r t s  D i t ' c c t t l r : :  r c l l t  t l f  abou t

t l (10 l  \  icu '  c l t l t tc  i r t  l ro t l ' t  thc  f  arn l :  i lnd
u  hc rc l t s  l i t t n ru t l  s ch . r r l l  f c cs  B .C .  l l c vc r  ex -

ec . ' dcc l  t  l l ( ) .  i r t  t he  C l l L rd r l i r t  dccadc  t hc l

l \  C r i . r { c t i  r t  c l l  o r  c r  t 3 (X )  f  hc  : choo l  b t r i l d -

i ng  \ \  i l s  p i u ' t l t i t , t t c t l  t t )  p r t l r  i d , - -  cach  c l ass

r i i th  i l \  ( ) \ \n  l ' ( ) i . ) t l t :  nc \ \  t t l i l c ts  and a g) 'm-

r . r l . r : i r r t t . t  \ \  c rc  b t r i l t .  c l l tssr t loms rc f loor . 'd .

r i  i nc i ons  r cp laccd .  l t nd  t hc  schoo l  ' n ' a rd

ls ; rh l l tcc i  unt l  fcnc. 'c i .

C )n  t hc  r r cho l l l s t i c  s i dc  t hc  cmph l s t s  u ' as

P r t s e  1 l

B R O T H E R  C t A U D i U S  -  D I R E C T O R  I 8 8 9 - ] 8 9 8

( ) n  nL rb l i e  c \a l t l l t l i . i t i ( ) l l s  Cand ida t cs  wc rc

p r t , r : i dc r l  r i  i t h  r r t t c t ' - s ch t t t t l  s css io t r s  f  r om

1 . 3 0  t o  1 3 0 .  S i i i u r d t t \  l t f t c r n o c r t t  s c h o o l ,

l i nd  s , . t l . t t c t i t t t c s  \ i r . i - l . r l  : t i t dc r l t s  w ' c r c  coached

t i l l  l 0  p . rn .  .A ,  r t i ch t  . choo l  i o r  ' 10  s t r : de  n t s

l t t  l r  qLt in . 'L t  L t  t l t l i . t l - l t ' r  \ \  l l s  cs t i ib l ishec l  " for

t h c  b c n c l i l "  ( t o  r l u r ) t ! ' t h c  (  t r n l b c r l a n c l  A r g u s

o i '  1890 )  " t r f  r o t i t h :  c t l gagcd  l t t  u ' o r k  o r  i n

bus i r r css  t l L tn t t g  i he  t \  cu ' k .  bL r t  r vho  a l so

t i cs i r cc l  t o  c r r r t t [ r e t . '  l t ]  t hc  c . ran t i na t i ons " .
f h c  s c h o o l ' s  t ' c : r t l t '  r t  t h c  S c n i o r  a n d  J i t n i o r

c x a n r s  o f  S r  t i i t c r  I  r l i r  c r : i t r  a n d  i n  t h c

Curd ina l ' s  E ru t t t i l r i i l i ( ) l l  \ \ c l ' ! '  t hc  be ' s t .  u f t c r '

S . J . C . .  a n t t ) t t g  ( ' . i t h t r i l u  s c h t l t l l s .  I n  t h c

r r o r d s  r t f  B r  . l t r h r t  . t \  c t t r l r  a s  l 8 9 l :  " B r .

C la r r c l i L r s  l t l r c l t r l r  h .L :  . r  c ( ) l ( ) \ s i l l  r t - p t t t a t i o r t

t ' r l r  s L r c c c s \  i t t  c r . r t l l i t l . r t i q r l l l  -  p u p i l s  c a n l c

b r  r a i l  t t ' o t t t  l r t r i r ' .  l - l c  h . t :  t he '  c i f t  o f  n l ak ing

thc ' n t  r r t l t ' k  t t t l t l  i t l " 1 .111 , , c  a , ' , , ' t hde  l l c c "  No r

\ \ ' c r c  t hc  " t l r t c  t i I t ' "  I l cg l cc t r ' t i .  Pa r ran la t t a

\ l a r i s t  pL rp i l s  r cgL t l ; . t r i r  c l t ' l ' i cd  o f f  p r i zes  i n

f i nc  l u ' t s  a t  t he  H r i u  kcsb t l r r .  ML rdgec  and

S i r t g l c t t , r t  : h t r \ \ .

,A  cadc t  c ( ) r ps  l t t l d  . r  f i f c  and  d rum band

\ \ c r L -  a l s o  c : t l i L r l i s h c d  b ' .  B r .  C l a u d i u s .  D r i l l

r unc l  g r  n tn r i s t i c :  r t t t dc r  t hc  c r  e '  t l f  "P ro fesso r '

R c n s h a r r .  u t t d  c r c r c i s c s  r l  i t h  I n d i a n  c l u b s

I rnd  d t r r t t h  be ' l l s  t o  n r t t s i c l l  i - i c con lpan lmen t
\ \ 'c rc  i , i  fca tL t rc  t r f  thc  schot l l  a t  th is  per iod '

\ th lc  t ic  c ( )n  tcs t \  and b icvc lc  races \ \ 'e  re

t r rganisr , -c l  t t  thc  P l t r ran la t ta  Cr ickct  Ground

P a g e  s p o n s o r e d by R.  Hun t  (Chemis t )
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roo\A Cumbgrland Oval) at which King's,
Grammar and schools from near and far
cotcrcd thc invitation events. In addition, a
rgular inter-school sports competit ion was
cqrducted in which the King's School be-
sunc a traditional opponent at cricket and
rugbl football.

It is not surprising, therefore, that during
tb dccade the enrolment increased from
l2O to 250; nor that  the lnspector of
Schools should write in his report for 1876:- l  har c to cxpress my surpr ise that  so many
bols attr 'nd this school. I have been in all
r lc Catholic boys' schools in Sydney and I
bre not seen a school where there are so
ran\ good, intell igent boys. The teaching
Irlsl account for the large numbers".

Nor it is surprising, perhaps, that Br.
Oaudius had his cr i t ics.  There were com-
y'arnts that prayers and the catechism were
rglcctcd for profane studies. And there
rErr' allcgations (probably true) that regula-
riros had been broken by keeping pupils
bor,-k latc' at night and during exams, and by
rsnctinrcs permitting them to sleep in the
DnastL'r) '. But there must have been a
bal thr  re l ig ious atmosphere in the school  at
i lrs t imc to produce such religious vocations
5 thtrsc of  Fr.  C. Jerger and Fr.  J.  Kel ly and
Brothers Joachim, Camillus and Ireneus,
rd Br. Andrew Wall, the first Australian
lL La Salle Brother.

After these ten strenuous years, this last
oI thc school's French Directors was
tgnt tr) open a missionary venture near Suva.
Herc Br. Claudius' work among the Fij ians
ad espc'cially the Indians was as bril l iantly
rrcc'ssful as it was at Parramatta. He died
n  F i i i  i n  1 9 3 1 .

hgc sponsored by Blue

;  o n d  S e n i o r  P u p i l s .

Meta l  Indus t r ies  L imi ted .

After this remarkable tour de force there
was a natural decline. But it was the econ-
omic depression of the end of the centurv
that made conditions diff icult in the mon-
Tlery and in the school for the subsequent
Directors:  Br.  Adr ian (1899-1903) 

-  
and

Br.  Thomas (1903-1906).  Mr.  Kevin Wade
writing of the early 1900s comments that
about that t ime "Brigid and Martin Hayden
had the Woolpack Hotel and every day they
sent a hot dinner to the school for the
Brothers". Only four classes (grades 2 to 5)
remained and the enrolment declined from
250 t i l l  i t  was  down to  l l0  in  1903-4 .  Yet
the standard had not slipped. The report of
thc Inspector of  Schools for  1905 con-
tained this eulo_ry:  "The School  is  wel l  or-
ganiscd and the discipline is faultless. This
is the best equipped boys'  school  in the
archdiocese."

Br.  Casimir  (Director 1906-1910) main-
tained this standard. The religious voca-
tions of this era inclr"rded, in 1909, Gerald
Bart lct t ,  who became Mgr.  Bart let t ,  Par ish
Priest of Rozelle and Forest Lodge ti l l  his
death in 1952; and John Sull ivan who, as
Br. Arcadius, became Vice-Principal of the
Marist Brothers for 10 years and then Pro-
vincial  f rom 1941 to 1945: he died in 1964.
They were soon followed by their brothers:
Geoffrey Bartlett became Br. Maurus, Dir-
ector of Hamilton, Broken Hil l, Glenelg
and Kogarah, and is now archivist at St.
Joseph's College after 60 arduous and fruit-
ful years in the schools; and Patrick Sull ivan
who, as Br. Celestine, taught in Australia
and South Afr ica,  where he died in 1967.

His three years at Marist Brothers' Parra-
matta,  are st i l l  v iv id in Br.  Maurus'memory.
Nearly l2 years old, he arrived in l9O7
from St. John's, Auburn, to be enrolled in
5th class. "Welcomed by Br. Casimir, I was
put in the 'top room' where I soon became
acquainted with Perce and 'Ockey' Wall,'Phitta' Clarke, Stephen Grugeon, Bert and
Clem Read, Jack Weeks, Vince and Leo
Kiely (these 5 also from Auburn), Sylvie
and Mick Mahon, 'Splinter'Watters, Charlie
Leabeater, Andy Maher, Jack Dorahy, 'Bull '

Groves, Joe Clinton, Charlie Wheeler, Bert
Bruchhauser,  Bi l l  Blake, Roy (Ongie) Ardi l l ,
Jack, Pat and Bil l Sull ivan, 'Sappy' Mason,'Witty' Wilson, Ossie Stenmark, Jim Ferris,
Tibby McCarron, Bill O'Grady, Jack

Page I 3

a

! b r '

B r o t h e r  C l o u d i u s



l"

Clancy, (later Sir John, Chancellor of Uni-
versity of N.S.W.), Bill O'Brien, 'Spag'
Nolan, Bill Schweikert, Jim and Ray Ruhan,
the Gympie boy, Perce Hurley, and many
others now forgotten."

He.then details the subjects taught, which
included Latin, French, Chip-carving and
Macrame work, and above all Penmanship,
for which "there was remarkable keenness
and enthusiasm in developing a copper-plate
hand that was but little inferior to the'headlines'. The Angus and Robertson's
Annual Handwriting Competitions were a
feature of School activity. Book prizes were
awarded in the various age grades, with a
Gold Medal for the pupil-teacher section.
Charts on classroom walls illustrated the
exact position of thumb and all fingers in
relation to the pen. Great were the rejoic-
ings the day it was announced that Mick
McMahon had won this Gold Medal. His
writing was perfect. Prize winners for hand-
writing were heros. There were monthly
tests for Marist Brothers' Schools, controlled
by a Committee of Brothers through 5th
and 6th classes, till about l9l2-I3, when
syllabi were overhauled and the Bursary
Endowment Board came into being with its
Qualifying Certificate and later, the Primary
Final Exam.

Wc, of those far off days, 1907 onwards,
could still hear echoes of the Boer War; we
heard about the inverftion of the 'Flying

Machine', while Balloonist Captain Penfold
used to thrill the citizenry with his ascents
from Ashfield Park; the visit of the Ameri-
can Fleet in 1908 is now a piece of history;
The doughty deeds of Joe Darling and Victor
Trumper, of Clem Hill and M. A. Noble
on the Cricket Arena and the freakish per-
formances of Dally Messenger in the newly-
established Sydney winter pastime, Rugby
League, and the World Heavyweight Box-
ing Championship, Tommy Burns vs. Jack
Johnson at the Sydney Stadium - all these
were on the lips of every Sydney schoolboy.
Yet to come were electric light in streets
and homes. Motor Cars! Oh yes. Occasion-
ally a 'Horseless Carriage' would be an
object of amazement chugging along Church
Street. Radio was not yet dreamed of. There
was no spot on the School Programme for
weekly organised sport. At mid-day recess,
ma.rbles, tops,'cock-a-lorum','egg-in-the-
hat', 'prisoner's base','set-to-work-tailors',
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'darkie-moonlight-walk' provided the means
of letting off steam. Sometimes a boy would
bring a football with him to school (and
wasn't he popular!) and we would enjoy our-
selves at dinnet' hour in the Park at the end
of Pennant Street."

During the Directorship of Br. Hugh
(1910-1915) came the first World War. In
the 1950 Jubilee Magazine, Br. Elgar has
this to say about Br. Hugh: "A strong dis-
ciplinarian and capable coach, he taught
Parramatta youngsters, in his own phrase, to'hit 'em hard and keep 'em low', to show
sportsmanship and manliness in the game of
cricket as in the game of life. The manhood
of many of his boys and hundreds of old
boys of the school was soon to be put to
a terrible test in the first World War."

The Brothers sold their farm property at
Redbank during the brief directorship of
Br. Louis (1916). A few memories of a
pupil of this period some sixty years ago,
are those of Bernard Weir. Bernie recalls
his enrolment in the lowest class about the
beginning of the Great War, "Br. Hugh
happily reigning". He adds: "For several
winters we studied at desks in the open
under the oak trees in front of the old
monastery. When we felt too cold Br. Ernest
would send us for a run around the old tin
fence and Cumberland Oval. Them were
the days!".

Mgr. O'Reilly decided to demolish the
original stone school, by now in a ruinous
state, and replace it with a larger, two-
storey, brick structure at a cost of f,4,500.
It is still standing. The lower floor was to
serve as the parish hall and the. upper floor
as a school of five classrooms. Archbishop
Kelly blessed the foundation stone on llth

Page sponsored by Catliolic Weekly Newspaper.

The Old School in 1918. Demolit ion hqd commenced.
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r1 : [ ' : r l i rey  s  inc i t . ]c ) l ' ies  o f  h is  school- - i 9 2 4 )  
i n c l L r c l c  b o r h  r h c  o l d  a n c l

-  , .  Hc reca l ls  thc  c f lor ts  o f  Br
, . r r  S ta t c  BL r r sa r i cs  and  o f  B r .  Dc

-  i : - , \  c  I n t c rn rcd ia t c  s ta tus .  A t  t h i s
\ \  l l s  conrpu lsory '  n ight -school

- .  . r  \ ! cgk  and  son tc t i n tes  wcck -cnd
i  -  i i .  

' f h c  
f i r s t  s u c c c s s f  u l  B u r s a r r

l -  r ' l i r n l es  as  Jack  S imn tons .  Jae  k
. :  . l  \ oc l  C raddock .  He  was  h in r -
: , f . e r  o1 '  t he  second  In t c rmed ia t c

:  * i t h  D a n  M a h o n e y  ( l a t e r  M a v o r
. . : t . r  a n d  n o w  a  v e t c r a n  M . L . A . ) .

.  , . i r t h  p l easu rc  t he  i n t r oduc t i on  o f
- r ' i \ r .  ha t  band  and  badge  b1 ,  B r
' . r  ho thought  any f  ur the r  mo\rc
.e  hool  un i fornr  woulc- l  bc  tc to

i t , r '  t hc  p ra ren t s .  Tcd ' s  g randson .
' t r , \ \  i l t  - 5 th  g radc  a t  Pa r rama t ta .

I J :  ( ' r  p r i an  was  D i rec to r  ( 1929 -
. : l he  r \  i nc reased  to  370 .  Th i s  nc_

' i t r  L l sc  o f  t he  pa r i sh  ha l l  l o r
In tcr rnedia te  passcs grew ln

: ' r r l  qL ru l i t y  and  wc rc  ma tchcd  bv
.  , l  t hc  f i c l d  o f  spo r t .  I n  t hc  P ro -

' - ' l r r t ' t  a f t c r  h i s  annua l  l nspec t r r ) n

:  : . s o r e d  b y  W e n t w o r t h v i l l e  L e a g u e s  C l u b

we read  t ha t  " t hc  r csu l t s  o f  A th l c t i e - r  and
Foo tba l l  compc t i t i ons  su rpass  t hosc  ( )1  u i !
t h c  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s c h o o l s  f o r  l g 3 , , l ' ^ .

l ' h csc  \ \ ' c r c  t hc  \ ca rs  o1 ' t hc  Gr - . : : r r  Dc -
p rcss io l t .  B r .  C ' l aL rdc  r cca l i s  t ha t  r . l hcn .  as  a
ra\ !  and inr roccnt  nor  icc .  hc  \ \ ,as  f i rs t  ap-
po in t cd  t o  Pa r ran t i _ l t t a ,  hc  had  l l c vc r  hca i c l
o l  Pa r ran t i i t t a  o l '  t hc  dcp rcss i r t n .  " I  r cn ren r -
bc r  r . r ' c l l  n r1  l i r s t  l c sson " ,  hc  w  r i t e  s .  " 8 - l  bo r  s
i n  - l t h  and  5 th  g radcs  con tb incd .  Son rc  r i c - r - t .
s i t t ins  on woodcr . t  boxcs as thcrc  ' r r ,c rc  not
cnoL lgh  c l csks  \ { l  s ccond  I csson  r r , as  t o  I n -
t c rn r cd ia t c  l ads  o t '  l ( r  o r  17 .  n tos t  o i  t hcn t
b iggc r  t han  l :  C 'hns t r c .  A l l sopp .  N lock l c r  - - -
o i hc r  nan les  c l ud r - :  n r c  1 ' o r  t hc  n ton t cn t .  bu t
thcr  w 'e  rc  w 'ondcr l 'L r l  chaps Thcrc  \ \ 'as  a
l a d  n a n r c d  K c c - u a r r  w h o  p l u r c d  i n  m )  6 s t .
7 l bs .  t e  an t .  Hc  raccd  a \ \ , av  on  t hc  r v i ns  f u r  a
cc r t a i n  t 11 .  Then  he  f a i n te  c l  w i t h  nob "odv  i n
s igh t .  I  sa id  'Wha t ' s  w rong .  And r ' , '  Hc  su i t l
' l ' r ' c  

h a d  n o  b r c a k f a s t  o r  d i n n c r  r c t .  B r o -
t hc r ' . "  Hc  a l so  r cn t cn tbc rs  h i s  spec i i ; . r l  i n t c r -
cs t  in  the rvr t rk  o f  J lck  Radford * 'h t ,  bcs i rn
h i s  l o n g  c a r c c r  o 1 '  t c a c h i n c  c l o e r r t i r r n , i r , . l
d r a n r a  l n  P a r n r n t a t t u  i n  1 9 1 8 .  F r o n t  h i n t .
n o  d o L r b t  B r .  C l l a u d c  l c a r n t  s L ) n t c  o l ' t h c
sk i l l s  r vh i ch  cnab l cd  h in t .  on  h i s  sccond
r rppc - r i n tmen t  t o  t hc  schoo l  i n  t he  ca r l r

F T R S T  t . C . ,  1 9 3 8
L e l t  l o  R i g h i ,  W i l l i o m  B y r n e ,  B o r r y  C o r m e n ,  E d w o r d
S h e  p h e  r d .
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1960s, to stage such splendid productions
as "Oliver" and the passion play, "Calvary".

Further development came in time of Br.
Claver (1935-1940). with the help of the
Old Boys' Union, he partitioned the hall to
provide- four more classrooms. About this
time Br. Venantius was a pupil of the prim-
ary school, as Eric Coughlin. -He- points out
thit the Brothers had recently begun mis-
sionary work in the Solomon Islands, and
acknowledgcs that it was Br. Jude's talks on
the Solomon missions which finally induced
him to become a Brother.

In those perilous days when a Japanese
invasion seemed imminent, almost 400 ex-
studcnts enlisted in the fighting forces and

more than 30 made the supreme sacrifice'
One of these was Ray Allsopp who, after
a very brilliant medical course at --Sydney
University, and a brief practice at Wollon-
gong, joiired the army and- was killed in an
Ausiralian action against the Japanese near
Balikpapan in Borneo. The official report
statesi "Capt. Allsopp was tending the
wounded in the open for an hour under
incessant enemy machine-gun and rifle fire
. . . He had refused to return to safety . . .
His action undoubtedly saved the lives of at
least three badly wounded men at the cost
of his own for which he showed not the
slightcst consideration". His O.C. wrote:
"I-have never known a unit medical officer
to equal him, nor havc I known a braver
man'i. To keep alive for future generations
of students the memory of such a man and
others likc him in the ranks of the ex-
students of this school, a beautiful, life-size
statuc of our Lady was set up in front
of the school in 1950. Erected by the Old
Boys' Union, it commemorated the old bo,ys
of ihc school who gave their lives in the
two world wars.

In l94t a cadet unit was established. It
has remained an integral and invaluable
asset of the school ever since. Among a
distinguished line O.C.s from Lieut. Dgly
(Br. Geoffrey) in l94l to Major Glass (Br.
Salvius) in 7975, perhaps the best known
and loved and most colourful officer was
Capt. Mathieson (the late Br. -Norbert). A
noteworthy feature of this cadet unit over
the years has been the extraordinary number
from its ranks who proceeded to graduate
at the Royal Military College, Duntroon.

When Br. Geoffrey was appointed Direc-
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tor in 1942 hc enlisted the aid of the Old
Boys in constructing and equipping lwo
science laboratories, thus satisfying require-
ments for ful l  registrat ion under the
Bursary Endowmcnt Act. This enabled Br.
Eugenius (Director 1944) to retain at Par-
ramatta students who had won scholarships.

The increased enrolment in the later
1940s when Br. Anselm (1945-1950) dir-
ected the school with masterly enthusiasm,
taxed even his ingenuity and dynamism. He

BTESSED MARCEILIN CHAMPAGNAT
Founder of the Morist Brofhers'

Page sponsored by Murray Bros. (Parramatta) Pty' Limited'
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. . t  io  e  opc  wr th  thc  in l l i r x  by  , . :nc los_
. 'hoo l  vc ranc lah  and subd iv id ins
:he  ha l l .  thus  scr t ing  up  f i vc  add i

,  . r : : l ' ( )ontS. 
- l -hc 

wholc intcr ior  of
- ' -  , , , i  \ \ i . t \  r c p a i n t c d  a n d  n c w  c q u i p -

. : . r l l c t l  in  labora tor ics  anc l  tuckshop.
.  \ . r les '  t cn t i l t i \u  n tovcs  towards  i r

t r t ( ) rn t  wcrc  contp lc tcd  whcn thc' , , rn t  \ \ ' as  n radc  ob l iga tory .  thus  g iv_
r i ' \  r ( )  school  pr ic lc and spir i t .
: t  i . l t l ( ) r t  rcsu l ts  wcrc  cxcc l l cn t :  thc

.  ' ' t  S t a t c  B u r s a r i c s  g a i n c d  i n  l g 1 7
,  :  incc l ia tc  Bursar ics  in  1948 wcrc  thc' t r ,  S ta tc .  In  l94 l l  thc  scho i t l ' s  f i r s t'  ,  j n  w a s  a w a r d c d .  I n  1 9 4 9 . 4  c x h i b i -

. .  -  1 ' . '  won whcn 22 passccl  thc Lcavins'  - . , ' . . .  l0  o l '  thcm mat r icu la t ing .

-  -  \  e onrpct i t ions.  thc school 's perfor-
. i t  th is  t imc wcrc  ou ts tand ins .  I r r

r r , r ' c r a m p l c .  P a r r a m a t t ,  * *  t h c
Scnior and Aggregatc in srv inr-

-  . ' r t i  i n  u th lc t i cs  thc  schoo l  car r i cc l  o f l
. - r rcga tc  to r  thc  t 'our th  vca t -  i r r

. . l r t l l  ,
- 5 th  

a r rn i vc r sa ry  o l '  t hc  f ounda t i o r r
'  . i hoo l  was  cc leb ra t cd  w i t h  t hanks -
. tnd t i t t ing i ' c la t .  Thcrc  wi ls  th t '

. *  o l  two  f i nc ,  l i f c - s i zc  s ta tL t cs .  onc
i  l -ac ly  and thc o thcr  o f  thc  B lcsscc l
- ' r ' .  r . r  so lcmn Rcquicrn Mass for -  u l l

' r \  ) \  \  c lcccascd anc l  l l  so lcmn High
I t r r  t hc  s t r r c l cn t s :  i u t  an r t i v c r sa r r

. r n r l  u  i u b i l c c  b a l l .  A l i  r h i s
: rnurcc l  b1,  a  gcncnr l  Cc lnr r r t r rn ion o l '
'h r r r  6(X)  o lc l  bo.v-s .  io l lowcc l  b i  a

'  r  h  rough Parranrar tu  to  thc  Ri i  o l i
. ' .  hc r c  H i s  En r i ncncc .  Ca rc l i na l  G i l r o r .

: , r i  l r t  u  Con rn tun ion  b rcak fas t .
. ' . . r r r l s  t hc  cnc l  o1 '  B r .  Ansc lm ' s  cbu l -
, g i n re  .  r vhen  t hc  s ta f f  had  i nc r cascd  t o

' r .  nccd for  l r  ncw monastcrv  for  thc
' '  -  r  :  bccanrc  impe.ra t ivc .  Evcn i ls  l 'a r

'  .1 :  I  920.  rvhcn thc Pro l , in r : ia l 's  rcDOrr
rhe11  11 t "  hoL rsc  as  bc ing  " i n  a  vc r r  bad
.  rh is  wus rcgardcd as iomcth ing o l '  un

. r \ l i r l c t l t c n t .  N O w  i n  l 9 - 5 0 .  t h c r c  w a s
, r r r c  t o i l c t  and  onc  showc r '  ( f r t r t r r na t c l v
t l c r cn t  n ron rs ) .  and  t hc  D i r cc to r  s l cp t
r recss about  th t -  s izc  o f  a  cupboard.  In

" r ) ( ) r t l  thcrc  wcrc  four  bcds.  so that  rvhen
: l l ) cc l  umbrc l l as  had  t o  bc  uscd .  s i nce
: i tcc i  spacc d iscouragcc l  cvas ivc  uct ion
. i t r r i ca l l r  pc rhaps  ( rnodc rn  a f f l ucncc
' l i sgg t ' 11  u  l c ss r t n  hc rc  t r r  n t c r c l r  i r  t r r -

\ D o n s o r e d  b y  F o t e k  S c h o o l  P o r t r a i t s  _ _  B r o o k v a l e

bute  to  Br .  Anse lm 's  bonhomie)  thosc  cont -
nruni t ics who survivccl  in thr- .  o lcJ housc arc
rcpor tcd  to  havc  bccn unusua l l l  hopp) ,n len .

At al l  cvents.  af tcr  thc Pror, incial .  Br.
Andre.rv.  put  h is l 'oot  and lcg through thc
f loor boards.  prcparat ions for a new mon-
i " rs tc r )  a t  l cng th  go t  under  way in  1950.
Mgr  O 'Donne l l  had Mr .  C.  G lancy  as  arch i -
tcc t  and Mr .  J .  H .  Tay lo r  as  bu i ldc r .  and
w'ork bcgan in Vi l l icrs Strect  on thc s i te
o1 '  thc  pur ish  tcnn is  cour ts .  hard  br  thc
K ine 's  Schoo l  chapc l .
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During the next period (1?l l -1952) whgn
some of ihe charm-and erudition of the Dir-
ector, Br. Ethelred, must have rubbed off on
his students, the secondary enrolment for the
first time exceeded that oi the primary' The
first day of the May holidays 1951 was
*"aO.n.h by the deith of two !-th grade

oupirr, Johri Kearney and John Whiteoak,
hi5*n O while preiumably tadpolling in
the river. After holding the fort at Parra-
matta. Br. Ethelred became Master of Nov-
ices, first at Mittagong, and then at the Sec-
ond'Novitiate in FriSourg, Switzerland' He
is at present attached to the Mother House
in Rome.

Br. Hilary was destined to have a brief
directorship'at Parramatta during parl of
igsr. ThG year the new monastery, long
rlelayed by fost-war restrictions, became a
*ughin..rit 

'reality. 
lt Y3s officially opened

in "September bi Cardinal -Gitroy a fty
irronths after the 

-Brothers 
had taken up resi-

tlence. Thc Cardinal congratulated the Old
boy*' Union for their generosity in helping
to iurnish the new MonasterY, and stressed
thc need for a new school to cope with the
vast population increase in the district'

Two other achievements of 1953 should
be notcd. The school's cadet unit won the
trophy in the Anzac Day - Band Contest'
awirr'ied to the best yoirth band in the
March. Performances in representative sport
werc outstanding: in the A.C'C' competi-
tions Parramatti was the most successful
school in cricket, athletics and swimming' In
August Mgr. O'Donnell was transferred to
Dr[mmoyne and Mgr. McGovern was ap-
pointed farish priest. In October Br' Hilary
b..ot.'Provin'cial and in 1958 Assistant-
Gcricral.

-l 'hc curl'cnt Assistant-Geueral, Br' Jus-
tinian, inspcctcd Parramatta in 1953 and
wrotc in his rcport: "The school is shock-
ingly ovcrcrowd'ed. Seven hundred children
ha-vc been crushed into accommodatiorr
originally provided for three hundrec!
pr,ii l.".'Mgt. McGovern took 9n.tn9 chlt-
i.ng* of building a new school du{ng -t!e
dirdctorship of Br. Laurence (1954-1956)'
In February 1955 the old monastery- was
demolished. and on t6th June 1956 the
jubilant teachers and pupils of gtades 4, 5
ind 6 (360 of them) occuPied the new
school. A fine. two-storeyed, brick structure.
built at a cost of f,30.000. it was blessed by
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Carclinal Gilroy on l5th July under the n:une
of Dixon Houie. Justifying the name at the
.rt.tony, Mgr. McGovern repeated what he
had said at the opening of the monastery'
namelv that the ionvict priest, Fr' James
Orio"1 had established a Catholic school at
Parramatta as early as t802. Despite lack
of evidence, the ciaim must be taken ser-
iously since Mgr. McGovern was Diocesan
Archivist, a first-rate historian and an expert
on Australian Church HistorY.

Dixon House relieved the extreme con-
gestion in the old school, whele.farge clals-e;
fiad been taught in makeshift verandah
.i*ttoots. Noiv the upstairs verandah was
.i.uitO to admit Jight'and air' At the end
o1 igso Br. Laurinle handed over an effic-
i.nt, well disciplined school to Br' Quentin'

Like Br. Hilary's, the regime of Br' Quen-
tin (1957) was of short duration. When the
Mutitt [irothers' Scholasticate (Teachers'
ii"i"ing College) was gPened at Dundas,
iuitotnittu b-ecame its Demonstration
School. Br. Quentin replaced Br' Hilary as
Provincial in 1958 and in 1967 he was
etected Vicar-General of the world-wide
institute.

Br. Claudius (1958-1960) was a carefree
ori.utv teacher in Dixon House when the
i..ooniibilities of Director were thrust upol
ttini. fne enrolment by now exceeded 800,
Uui ttt. new Director managed to solve his
oioUf.t, with an efficiency-which his quie.t
i,nO unutsuming manner t6nded to conceal'
Not without ieluctance Mgr. McGovern
O..iO.O to demolish the complex of old
stables and other venerable and grotesque
i.ii.r of the colonial days and erect in their
ptu.., in t959, a new parish hall' This
6..ut. a useful adjunct- to the school for
cxaminations, conceits, dances, films; and
later on it housed three classrooms'

1959 brought Parramatta victory in the
senior athletiis of the A.C.C. after a six
ulutt' drought. That year' too' whgl a
iwimming p-ool complei was b-uilt within a
stone's itrio* of tne school, the local
anaiyst dared to write that now "we should
,.eain supremacy in the A.C.C. swimming"'
Su?e enough, Parramatta did - just that in
itab, winiing all three divisions and, of
course, the aggregate.

Thc directorstrip of Br. Alman (1961-
1965) was a period of rapid groJvlh and
courageous initiatives reminiscent of the eras

Page sponsored by T. l' & M' P' Coogan'
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T h e  S c h o o l  b u i l t  i n  1 9 1 8
N o w  t h e  J u n i o r  S c h o o l

t ' i au ( l i us  i n  t hc  I  890s  i r nd  o l '  t s r .
,  i n  t he  19 .10s .  On  thc  n ra t c r i a l  s i dc ,

- : l np  c l r n rpho r - l au rc l  t r ccs  be twccn
. rnd p l 'csb\  tc r \  wcrc  rcnto l 'c -d .  Thc
; ' l . r r g ro t rnd  \ \ ' as  t c r raccd ,  sca l cd  w i t h

- : r  r r n t l  p rov idcd  w i t h  ruggcd  ra i l i ngs
- ; . .  

' l ' h e  
o l d  s c h o o l  w a s  p u i n t c d  i n s i d c

. . .  n t r i n l r  t ' , i  t h c  M c n ' s  A u x i l i a r v  a n c l
I t [  * ' c ck -cnc l s .  l u td  c l cc t r i c  t u i r i t r s

. . i  t h r t l L rgho r r t .  
. l - hc  

c l cc r cp i t ,  b r i c I
-  ne  e  l ' l r c i ng  V i c to r i u  Rc lad  was  r c -

-  :  . c t nc l t l  r cndc rcc l  l r nd  s r r rn ro r rn t cd  b r
I r ipc  ra i l ings anc l  : . r l l  so  h lnc l l
t h l r t  c vcn  t hc  one  - cv t c l  [ - c l r gue  f ans

'  (  un rbc r l and  Oru l .  puuscd  t o  adn r i r c

- , . 1  t h c  o l d  b L r i l d i n g  r v i t h  s u c h  c p i t h c t s
, : . , ' . ' s s i ng " .  " c l r ab " .  anc l  " l i t t l c  can  bc
, .  r t h  i t " .  hu t  now  i t  hac l  r r cvc r '  l ookcc l
. r n . e  l 9 l 8

\ \ ' c re  1 ' l oL r r i sh inc  soda l i t i c s  i n  t hc
. r r eh  us  t hc l sc  o l  S t .  V incen t  dc

' r .  I l l r r c  A r n t y .  t h c  G u i l d  o f  S t .  J o s -
i  -  g i on  o l '  Ma rv .  C rusadc rs  and  t hc
- . h i p  o t '  P ra l ' c r ,  and  t o ta l s  soa rcd  i n
r  L r . r l  co l l c c t i ons  f o r  t hc  n t i s s i r t ns .  madc

i  - n t e n  c x c r c i s c .

.  . r t . r : cncc  o l  spacc  l o r  a  l i b ra r y  was
.  i r e  b r  t hc  pu rchasc  o l '  some  5 ,000

. .  r 1 )  t h l r t  c u c h  c l a s s  h a d  i t s  o w n  s m a l l

. ; r iPg l l  eo r rd i t i c l ns  l r nd  l ack  o l  an ren i -
, .  r r rc r l  [o  act  i ]s  spurs  to  remarkablc

. , . n t c n l .  
- I h e  

C a d c t  B a n d  h a d  a l r e a d y '
' i r .  , - \ nzuc  Dav  March  compc t i t i on  i n- :  
. , n ( l  t hc  Annua l  Can tp  con tpc t i t i on  a t

-  .  r ) n  i n  1 9 6 0 .  l j n d c r  C a p t .  W a l s h  ( B r .
.  r l  r c l r chc i l  i t s  apo r l cc  bv  w inn ins  t hc

s o o n s o r e d  b y  H i r e - l t  P t y .  L i m i t e d  ( N o r t h m e a d )

i r a n d  c o n t c s t  i r r  t h e  W a r a t a h  S p r i n g  F c s t i v a l :
o1  l9 ( r l  and 1962.  unc l  the-  Annua l  Canrp
eontprc t i t ion  o f  1962.  On thc  occas ion  o f  thc
l c . ) 6 1  v i c t o r y ,  M i c h a c l  K c l l y .  s o n  o f  a  i v c l l
known old bol .  w'as awal 'c lccl  thc pr izc for '
" thc  bcs t  d rcsscc l  cadc t  thc  judgc  had cv 'c r
s c c n " .- t 'hc 

exant inat ion rcsul ts of  th is per iocl
r i ' c re  b r i l l i an t  in  v icw o f  thc  advcrsc  cond i -
I  ions .  

- l -hc rc  
wcrc .  fo r  cxamplc ,  I  05  who

prasscd the Lcaving Ccrt i f icatc ol '  1963 --
thc f i rs ' . '  t inrc a Marist  dar school  had toppcd
thc  ccn tur r .  Bu t  pcrhr rps  thc  rncs t  .u .c . j s i fu l
\c iu '  w i - rs  1964 whcn l  l8  o f  121 cand ida tcs
passed the  Lcav ing .  w inn ing  30  Conrmon-
i rc r r l th  Scho larsh ips .  62  

' f cachers '  
Co i legc

Scho larsh ips .  and 3  Un ivcrs i t l  Bursar ics :
a r rd  thc  In tc rn tcd ia tc  cand ida tcs  o f  thar
vcar  w 'on  l -5  Sccondary  Scho larsh ips .

Thcsc  scho las t ic  ach icvcmcnts  wcrc
nru tchcr l  bv  thosc  in  spor t .  Par ramat ta  had
c lo rn i r ra tcd  thc  A ,C.C.  Swimming Carn iva ls
I ' ronr  thc  la tc  !940s  to  thc  mid  1950s.  w in -
n ins  thc  Aggrgatc  7  vcars  in  succcss ion  in
the  c la rs  o1 '  John Dcr , ' i t t .  A f tc r  a  l can  pcr iod .
thcv  scoopcd thc  poo l  in  1960 as  rccordcd
; . rhore  ,  and thcn  cont inucd to  car r \ /  o fT  thc
Aggrcgatc  Cup fo r  a  fu r thcr  7  vcar i  w i thout
Ioss ,  In  a th lc t i cs .  thc  schoo l  rvon  thc  A .C.C.
S c r t i o r .  J r r n i o r  a n d  A g g r c - g a t c  C L r p s  i n  1 9 6 1 .
Purnrnlr t ta wi , rs purt icLr lar l r  strong in foot-
b a l l  a t  t h i s  t i n t c .  b u t  t h c  ) - c a r s  l 9 6 l  a n d
I t ) ( r ; l  uc rc  p r .obab lv  thc  bcs t .  In  thc  Par ra-
r t ' ta t ta  D is t r i c t  R .F . t - .  Knock-out  Carn iva l  in
i i ' h ich  I  l2  schoo ls  par t i c ipa tcd .  th is  schoo l
r t 'on  ( r  o t '  thc  |  3  t l i v i s ions  in  l96 l  and -5  in
196-1  In  thc  A .C.C.  foo tba l l  compct i t ion
Prrrrurrnatt i t  won thc A -cradc, B gradc. thc
L . lnc lc r  l .1s  and t l r . '  Aggrcgatc  in  1961.  and
r r l l  t f  i r  i s i o n s  i n  1 9 6 1 .

A ho l idav  housc  I 'o r  the  Bro thcrs  a t  Pcar l
Bcach wus purchascd in 1962 at  a cost  of
15 .9(X) .  l ' hc  Parcn ts  and Fr icnds  and thc
Prov incc  jo in t l v  p rov idcd  thc  moncy .  A
f lbro ancl  br ick cot tagc r ight  on thc beach.
i t  looks  ou t  tc l  sca ,  pas t  L ion  ls land,  bc-
twccn thc  hcads  o f  Brokcn Bay.  In  1963 thc
()pcn ground-f loor was bui l t  in to providc a
garagc. thrcc morc bcdroonrs and a showcr-
room: ancl  i r r  lq69 thc showcr-room and
to i l c ts  r i c rc  t i l cd  f rcc  o f  chargc  by  a  master
o f  h is  c ra f t .  Mr .  Doug Fr r .  fa thcr  o f  Br .
Lcc .

Anothcr  A lman in i t ia t i vc  was the  es tab-
l i shnrcn t  o f  thc  I -ava l la  Bowl ing  C lub  a t
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Baulkham Hills. Associated with Brother
in this enterprise was a group of old boys
and fathers: keith Bramble, Joe Keegan, Dr'

George Malouf, Bernie Mullane, JackBoyle,
Jim elough, Ron Massey-Reed, Ned Barnes
and Noel-Pettiford. They envisaged a place

where old boys and parents and friends
could get togeiher in a club, which would
also oiovide-amenities for the school. The
first james on the new green were play-ed- in

Januiry, 1967, and on l7th Sept. .of th.at

vear the Club was officially opened by its

Fresident, Dr. N. George Malouf.

Two links with the past were broken in

1962. Jim Cawood, a loyal ex-student and

a member of the school's first Senior Class
under Br. Claudius in the 1890s, died in

June. And in July, William Edmund Reilly,
till then the oldest living ex-student, died in
Parramatta, aged 98 years. He was the
fourth boy eniolled on the opening day in
t  8 7 5 .

Anothcr link with the past was severed -

it would be truer to say a thousand links -

with the death of Mgr. J. J. McGovern on
4th July 1964, after 42 years of priesthood.
Not an academic, he treasured his immense
storc of history in his mind and heart; but
the inspiration and guidance he- gave-to
research students were immeasurable. The
school and the Brothers lost a staunch friend
and supporter. The Cardinal, three otber
Bishopi and about 3.50 of the clergy, a hugc
throng of mourners and SoYl from this
school and girls from thosc of the Sisters
of Mercy, who lincd the wholc rotlte from
St. Patri ik's to the cemctery, gave the Mons'
a fitt ing ancl intprcssivc farcwell. His place

as pariih pricst of Parramatta was taken by
Mgr.  F.  Kerr .

Thc annrtal report had described the

school in 1953 as "ihockingly overcrowded"'
Despite the crcction of the new primary
school in 1956, the rapid development atrd
population increasc in these- parts of the
western suburbs wcre such that accommo-
dation in the 1960s was much more severely
taxe-d. The cnrolment, which was 815 in
1960, had toppcd the 1,000 in 1963 and
rvas to reach i, l++ in t968, making this the
largest Marist school in Australia. There
*eie valiant attempts to contain the ac'
commodation crisis. Two and later three
classes were lodged in the parish hall, with

movable partit ions between them. The phy-
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sics laboratory was dismantled, renovated
and turned into a fine classroom. Three
classes, managed by Br. Cletus, were ac-
commodated at St. Vincent's Boys' Home.

But these were expedients, desperately
contrived to contain the problem, not solve
it. Meanwhile the problem became exacer-
bated by the implerirenting of the Wyndham
scheme, which- revolutionised secondary
schooling by demanding more co.mprehen-
sive couises-and extending it to a sixth form'

The school and church authorities
hesitated for a couple of years about acquir-
ing the adjacent King's sclool -proplrty'
Ki-ng's having recently move{ to North Par-
,amitta. For reasons which seemed valid
then (though some parishioners and Mgr:
McGovern-favoured- the King's site) and
seem more valid now, they at length decided
to act on a counter proposal, namely t-o
build twin boys' and girlst regional schools
at Westmead.-Br. Almln and the Sisters of
Mercy helped plan the new schools in con-
sultation with- the architects, Hirst and
Kennedy. The builder was A. V. Jennings,
and preiiminary diggings began in October,
l  965 .

Br. Demetrius guided the destinies of the
school in 1966 ana tg0Z, and among other
things, organised the transfer of the -high
schdoi to Vestmead and made plans for a
new monastery nearby. In November 1966
the Parramatta Council, persuaded by Br'
Gervase (Vincent) and in lecognition of the
Brothers' 90 years' work for education, re-
named the street skirting the Church and
monastery, Marist Place. Precisely,- i.t *?s
that part of Viltiers Street between Victoria
Roaci and Market Street' facing Prince
Alfred Park.

During the last ycar at Victoria Road the
school dTstinguished itself by winning-three
divisions (including the open) in the Parra-
matta Disirict n.f'.1. Knock-out. In swim-
ming Parramatta carried off the Senior (de-

spitJ Michael Wenden), the Juvenile and
dggr.gut. Trophies. The 4th Forq pupils
tttil y"ear won 16 Commonwealth Scholar-
ships- and 20 State Bursaries.

As the new schools approached cgryple-
tion. working bees of hundreds of fathers'
mothers andinildren of both schools, organ-
ised by Reg Bartley and Joh-n-Rheinberger,
underih. g'eneral guidance-of Br' Demetrius
.na St. EJgene. sJt to work. On two week-
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1:r  October  they c leared up the sur -
-  J rnqs.  mowed l5  acres o f  grass.  p lanted

rrnd 200 shrubs.  and waxed and po l -
. r< .000 sqLnl rc  feet  o f  f foors .

- i . : .  o n  o f  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  b u i l t  i n  1 9 6 7 .

bth November Archbishop Carrol l. ' -J i ind blcssed the twin hish schools:
'  ' :h Form boys'  school  nar ied parra-

\ lar ist  High. and the 4th Form gir ls '
-  named Cather ine McAuley High,

. . r id His Grace, was the Church's
:-  l . -  to the rapid populat ion increase

:, ' 'e lopntcnt in the Parramatta distr ict .' r i  changes made necessary  by  thc
'  , :h . rn t  Schemc.

, - - '  boys' school consisted of I 6 class-
3 science laboratories (one of them

-,  u>cd temporar i ly  as a l ibrary) and ap-
.  -  - : . r tc faci l i t ies.  Thc gir ls '  school  con-

.  i l  c lassroonrs.  2 science laborator ies.
- ' . , r \ .  adnt in istrat ion of f iccs and other' . - :  A number of  temporary c lassrooms

-r. 'c tcd.  But L.ven so the boys'  First
.  -ould not be accommodated at  the

. .hoo l  and had to  remain  a t  V ic to r ia
'  i r ) r '  somc years The St.  Vincent de

" 
,c ict) ,  made a gi f t  of  thc propertv to

-  hdiocese, an cxtremely gencrous one
- . rcrcS. The bui ld ing cost of  the two

\  \ \as  $458,000,  the  bu lk  o f  wh ich
lrcrnr the Cathol ic Bui ld ins and Fin-

C'trnlnllssion and the remainder from
- Contmonwealth Government.  which

rhc cost of the laboratories.
L opening ceremony was smoothly

-  . " : .ed by Reg Bart ley.  There was seat ing
. ,rnc' 3.000 people; about as many more

.randing. ' fhe 
Ladies'  Commit tee, led' :J l r  prcsident,  Mrs.  Ferndale.  d id a t re-- ' . i r ruS joh in serving refreshments to th is' r t L r d c

: .  sponsored  by  D .  J .  Cooper  (Chemis t )

The ne*' schools were economv. nol to
1ii) austerity, buildings, since th; heavily
conrmitted diocesan authorit ies were never
far from the end of their f inancial tether:
but thev were handsome and robust.

Lessons began in the new school for
Forms I I  to V on Tuesday. 8th November.
The teachers, even more than the boys, were
delighted with rhe semi-rural setting, free
from thc maddening racket of the modern
tuggernauts in Victor ia Road.

In a great varietv of ways facil i t ies, amen-
i t i t -s and necessi t ies for  the new school  have
been provided. cxtcncled or improved. Of
this.  thc olympic swimnring pool  is  a str ik ing
e xanrple.  Brothers Leo. Sergius.  Alman,
[ ,aetus.  Valent ine (Matthew) and Jerome al l
p laycd their  part  in real is ing i t .  Working
bees organised by St.  Vinccnt 's.  and the
Parents and Fr iends led by R.g Bart ley,
helped to plant grass round the pool .  Sur-
nrundcd by a spacious sward of  lush kikuyu,
i t  was f i rst  used by,  the boys in Apr i l  1967.
On l5th October i t  was of f ic ia l lv  opcned bv
thc Mayor of  Parramatta.  Ald,  Bar i 'y  Wi lde,
an old boy of  the Brothers.  I t  cost  about
$88,000, hal f  of  which was mer by St.  Vin-
cent 's Boys'  Homc. for  whosc lads i t  was
irn cvcn greater boon than for the boys of
thc  schoo l .  Thc  Parcn ts  and Fr iends  grad-
r ra l l v  pa id  o f f  the  rcmain ing  $44,000.

f  n 1961 Brothers Salv ius,  Gabr ie l  and
HLrgh together wi th a few parents,  bui l t  in
thc western grounds of  the school  a neat,
b r ick  n t in i - rangc  fo r  thc  usc  o f  thc  Cadets .
A scr ics of  succcssf ul  walkathons. cal led
Pl r r runr i l cs .  n tas tc rminc lcc l  by '  Bro thcrs  T in r -
o thv  and Sa lv ius ,  p rov idcd  thc  rvhcrewi tha l
fo r  n ran t  in tp rovcmc-n ts .  Thc  cn t i rc  schoo l ,
fo r  ins tancc ,  was  e .q  L r ippcd w i th  adequate
l igh t ing :  and on  an  cx tcns ivc  b i tun tened
area. tctr  cr ickct  wickcts wcrc cnclosed rv i th
stout wirc nett ing.  This is why, maybc. the
school  won four c l f  thc sLrbsceuent f i l ,c-  A
qradc  c r ickc ' t  compct i t ions .

Furthcr parts of  thc school  property werc
f i l led,  levcl led and grassed, so that f ive play-
ing f ic lds are now avai lablc and several  more
are in thc offing.

1967 was the first year of the Higher
School Certif icate examination. which re-
placed thc Leaving Cert i f icatc.  l7 Parra-
matta candidates gained 25 Commonwealth
Scholarships.  7 Advanccd Educat ion Schol-
rrrships and 47 Tcacher Training Scholar-
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ships. There were t t4 who secured their
Scliool Certificate and won 2l Common-
wealth Scholarships and t7 Senior Second-
ary Bursaries.

1967 was also the first year of the re-
cently re-constituted Metropolitan Catholic
Schools sports competition, which flnl-acdO
the A.C.C. Parramatta's Under l5 foot-
ballers won their division of the M.C'S' and
of the Junior League Competition. At the
M.C.S. Swimming Carnival this school car-
ried off the Senior and Junior trophies'

Having cstablished the high school in its
new setting and planned the new monastery'
Br. Demeirius was called to step into the
breach at Randwick. The reins of office were
gathered into the capable hands of Br' Cyrus

[tgos-1970), who had already been teach-
ing four years on the Parramatta staff'

Before school began for 1968 the Bro-
thers had moved into their new monastery ln
order to allow the priests to occupy their
Marist Place residence. A fine, off-white
brick, two-storey structure about 80 feet
from the eastern end of the school, it was
designed by Bill O'Donnell of K' J' Curtin's
and"buitt 6y W. McNamara. The building
cost of $185,000 was met by the Catholic
Building and Finance Commission' It p1o.-
videcl aicommodation for 30 Brothers with
all the conveniences of a modern monastery'
including central heating. The.chap:l seating
*u* 

" 
giTt of the Lavalla Bowling Club, and

other Jmbellishments, such as the exquisite
sand-etched windows, cetme from the Br'
Regis bequest. On l0th March 1968 the
Laialla mbnastery was blessed and opened
by Cardinal Gilroy, -an ol.{ boy of the Bro-
thers' schools of Si. Benedict's and Kogarah'
His Emincncc paid a special tribute to the
work of Br. Aiman and Br. Demetrius to-
rvards this, the fifth residence of the Bro-
thcrs since' their arrival in the district in
t87 .s .

Succcsscs in public examinations were a
fcature- of this pbriod. The school's perform.-
ancc in the cxams of 1968 was very good'
that of 1969, excellent. Of the I 17 candi-
dates who secured their High School Cer-
tificates, 95 matriculated. They won an
impressive 34 Commonwealth Scholarships,
t 3? passed their School Certificate,- winqing
l4 Commonwealth Scholarships and 17 Sec'
ondary Bursaries. Br. Hilary's report de-
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scribed these 1969 results as "the best
the history of the school."

At the M.C.S. Swimming Carnival

the process.

Parramatta has been an active member

the Catholic Schools' Debating

t968, a new sYstem of Pennants for ea
age group togethe-r with Junior.and Juven
CupJ was introduced, and the aggre
trophy was abolishe4 Parramattl *91
0^io.i I l, t4 and l7 pennants. In M'C'
football our only premiership was. the .4
Form Open, bui the school was victorior
in 3 divisions of the Parramatta Distri
n.f.f-. Knock-out. In M.C.S. football f
1969, Parramatta were premiersin.lst gra
and ind grade, the lst graders being und
feated. In'swimming we won the Under I
l5 and 16 pennants and the Junior Cup'

1970 was a good Year tor the school i
M.C.S. sport. Farramatta were undeJeate
premiers in A grade cricket, won the Juvr
it. athletics, t[e lst grade and 4th Fo
Open football, and in swimming we wo
ttrb ptnnunts for the.Under-10, 12, 13,,I
unO't7, together with the Junior and Jur
.nit. iuprl breaking 9 M.C.S' records i

which since 1963, has been capably or1
ised by Mr. W. Shiel. ,Abo.ut 30 and at ti
+Oi.fioots have been involved in this invalu
able exercise in public speaking. Parrar
Marist won the 

-Junior 
trophy in 1962

1973, the Senior in 1969 and 1972, and
Sub-senior in 1975.

Br. Cyrus was the last of the Directo
who wer-e at the same time headmasters '

the school. Humanity and efficiency seeme
to demand, after 1970, that the heav
burden should be shared by dual contro

The Brotherl ' MonolterY'
Eui l t  in  I968.
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: - '  r r o n i c a l l l .  t h c  s c h o o l  h a d  i t s  n r a x i -
. : : r ' i r l n t c n t  o f  1 . 3 4 4  ( t h c  l a r g e s t  o f  A u s -

\ l u r i s t  s c h o o l s )  i n  1 9 6 8 .  a f t c r  w h i c h
.  . : r  i t  leve l l ing  ( )u t  to  u  morc  managc-

' . r : u n ( l  p l L r s .

t l  l i ; r  w i tncsscc l  change s  o l  l cadcr -
P . r r ru rnra t ta  sonrcwhat  rcmin isccn t  o f

'  . i ' ' ' .  fhc r , :  wcrc  r ro  fcwcr  than f i vc
: . . l u r i n g  r h c  ! c a r s  1 9 7 0  t o  1 9 1 4 . F r .

,  E i i l r s )  was  appo in tcd  D i rcc to r  in
: r . l  B r ' ,  C ' v r u s .  P r i n c i p a l .  B r .  C h a r l c s

: r ,  : r  r r tac lc  D i rcc to r  o l  For r r r l r t ion  u t
, : rg l  i r t  thc  cnc l  o l '  the  vc i r r .  and i l t
, ' \ \ i r1g  August ,  Prov i r rc iu l  Br .  \ /a lcs

I ) : r - ' c to r  in  1912 (whcr r  thc  schoo l
-  . .  i i  g lo r ious  rcna issance in  s ing ing)
[ ] :  C1 ' rus  as  Pr inc ipa l  t i l l  . lunc .  rvhe-n

'  ;ecdcc l  to  Fr ibourg  fo r  h is  Sccond
' .  . : tu .  hc  \ \ 'as  rcp laccd by  Br .  Sa lv iL rs

.  n r l  o l '  thc  vcar .  Br .  Va lcs  thcn  bc-
[ ) r rcc to r  o l '  thc  Nov i t ia tc  and a lso  o1

'  ' .1 . , r ' i s t  Rc t rca t  C len t rc .  bo th  a t  Mi t ta -
ln  1973 Br .  Conran was appo in tcc l

.  -  , ' :  . rnc l  Br ' .  Laurcncc .  Pr inc ipa l :  bu t
,  r r t l  o1'  thc ycar Parrantat ta again lost

) ' - c t o r ' .  w h o s c  t a l c n t s  w c r c  n c c d e d  f o r
t ! 'nt  dcnrands of  re-crui t ing.  Ovcr thc

' . , \  \ c i l r s  nornra l i t y  appcars  to  havc  rc -
-  . :  *  i th Br.  Dcmctr ius (back f  rom Rancl-

a\  Dircctor ancl  B r .  l  -  a u rc ncc i ls
;  - . . ' . r 1 .

' . | - . ,n r i 'h i l c  thc  p rob lcn t  o l  complc t ing
- - .hool  ancl  i ts  faci l i t ics wers v igorously

' -  . .d  and ovcrcon lc .  Thc  l ib ra ry  p ro jcc t .
-  : : .  ' tcc l  by Br.  Cyrus.  canlc to f ru i t ion on

:  Octobcr  197 l .  whcn thc  n ragn i f i ce-n t
' . '  ' n . ' r '  Ludov ic  Ccntcnary  L ib rary  was

- - - . i  bv  thc  Aposto l i c  Dc legatc .  Arch-
l .  ( i ino Paro ancl  opcrrcd b) '  Scnator '
(  l r r i c k .

r ,  eos t  o f  thc  bu i ld ing  and most  o f  i t s
' ,n ts .  $92.000.  was met  by  thc  Cont -
.  . i cu l th  Govcrnmc-n t .  Thc  aud io-v isua l
: rnrcnt was f inancccl  by another walk-

- , : r .  und thc  bcaut i fu l  f ca tu rc -wa l l  was
.  . : i cd  by  thc  Lava l la  Bowl ing  C lub .  Thc
. 'Jnts and Fr icnds raiscd more than

. (XX)  fo r  fu r thcr  nccessary  add i t ions .
. .  rd  Wi l i iams o f  H i rs t  &  Kcnncdy  was the
,h i tc ' c t  and the  bu i lders .  R.  J .  Grecn &

' , . i  Thc total  cost  of  thc l ibrarv was thus
() \ 'cr  $ 100.000. but i ts val i rc to thc

:  \ ( ) l  was  and is  incs t imab lc .

I  hc  ncx t  in i t ra t i vc  was thc  bu i ld ing  o f  a
doublc block of  c ight  c lassrooms for 5th and
(r th Forms. togethcr iv i th a large, senior
stul l ' - room ancl  othcr I 'aci l i t ies.  When the
scniur strrdcnts ctccurpicd their  new rooms,
lst  Fornt .  rv 'h ich for  s ix )cars had been lef t
bchind at  Victor ia Road. was transferred on
26th l \4arch 1973 to \ \ 'cstmead. and so the
high school  was completc.  Thc Cathol ic
Br r i ld rng  anc l  F inancc  Commiss ion  pa id  fo r
thc  ncw bu i ld ings  wh ich ,  minus  fu rn i tu re ,
eost 59-5.00() .  Thc archi tcct  was David Wi l -
l iunrs  anc l  thc  bu i ldc r .  ( ; .  E .  Hurs t .  The
cont r ibu t ion  o f  thc  Parcn ts  and Fr iends  was
\  l l . (X) / ) .  ma in lv  fu r  thc  s ta f f - roont .

.At  thc sanrc t inrc.  thc or ig inal  tuck-shop
huving provcd inadequate,  a new tuck-shop,
Ir t  oncc at t ract ive and funct ional ,  was con-
structcd on thc southern s ide of  thc school .
I t s  b t r i ldc r  was  Bcr t  Thor r ras ,  who a lso  drcw
Lrp  thc  p la r ts .  Thc  cos t .  $16,500,  was bornc
br  thc  inc lc fa t igab lc  Parcn ts  anc l  F r icnds .

Both  thcsc  bu i ld ings .  c lassrooms and
tuck-shop, wcrc blesscd and of f ic ia l ly  opcned
b1 '  Carc l in i t l  F rccman on l2 th  Junc  1973.

F ina l l y  a  much nccded,  two-s to rey  bu i ld -
rng was constructed at  the'  western encl  of
thc school ,  l inking thc two wings of  thc -5th
; . rnd 6th Fornr c lassroonrs and lcnding some
symmctr) '  and f in ish to thc wholc complex.
On thc uppcr f loor wcrc two sciencc labora-
tor ics,  whi lc thc ground f loor was ent i re ly
takcn up by a spacious audi tor ium. The
urchi tcct  oncc again was David Wi l l iams of
H i rs t  &  Kenncdy ,  and thc  bu i lders ,  R.  J .
Grccn  & L loyd .  Thc  to ta l  cos t  was  $ l  18 ,000
ol '  rvhich $58,000 was contr ibutcd by thc
Conrmorrwcal th Govcrnntcnt for  the labora-
tor ics.  $40,000 by thc Parents and Fr iends
l 'or  thc hal l .  ancl  $20,000 by the Cathol ic
BLr i td ing and Financc Commission. As a
ccntcnary gi f t  to thc school ,  thc Old Boys'
Union f inancccl  thc parquctry and venet ian
b l i r rds  fo r  thc  ha l l .  On lT th  Apr i l  1974
Bishop Clancy. an old boy of  the school .
b lcssccl  and opcrted the bui ld ing.

Thc story of  thc Marist  Brothers at  Parra-
nrat ta.  as out l incd here,  may wel l  seem to be
doni inated by an exaggerated emphasis on
Dircctors.  compct i t ive sport ,  publ ic cxamin-
at ions and on bui ld ings and mater ia l
achicvcments.  This is in some degree inevi t -
r rb lc.  bccause thc school  records are r ich in
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these eye-catching areas, while the humble,
humdrum achiev:ement of rank and file
teachers and students, however worthy, tend
to go unrecorded.

If the story seems to read like a litaqy
of Directors, that may be due to the simple
chronological method of its telling, to the
self-eftacEment of the other Brothers, to the
ignorance of the writer or to the limitations
of space. The records available are, in any
case, uneven: a very few sin by excess, but
most sin by defect - they are either meagre
or missing altogether.

This latter point is illustrated by the Pro-
fincial, Br. Felix's note in the Parramatta
report book for 1895: "The old book of
annals containing the Br. Provincial's re-
marks, etc. has b.-een unwisely destroyed'by
the Brother Director". Br. Alban comments
in his "Story of the Marist Brothers in
Australia" that "Parramatta seemed to be
omitted regularly from the detailed reports
kept".

As for the records' sinning by defect:
when Archbishop Vaughan opened the new
novitiate at Hunter's Hill in May 1878' the
analyst merely noted: "The Parramatta
Broihers arrived by cart, but Br. Vial
came on Archdeacon Rigney's horse. Hav-
ing been thrown on the way, he was rescued
by the local parson". One may regard that
ai a gem of iompression, but another view
is that posterity h-as been deprived-of a goo-d
story by the damnable reticence of a laeonic
scribe.

As for the emphasis on competitive, inter-
school sport, ir should be said that this
school has come a long way since the days
when all pupils were compelled to participate
in rugby ieague and cricket, with occasional
bouts of athletics and swimming. The indi-
vidual preferences of the pupils are now
cateredlor by a bewildering variety of sports
such as rugby league, cricket, swimming.
athletics, soccer, tennis, golf, squash, basket-
ball, softball, volley-ball, canoeing, orien-
tecring. abseiling, wrestling and weight
lifting.

No apology is offered for the emqhasis-on
examination results recorded here. Not that
anyone ever really regarded them as the
sol-e criterion of the qtrality of education im-
parted in the school, but they were regarded
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as a useful stimulus to solid study and a
gateway to tertiary institutions and to var-
ious trades and professions. Moreover, they
were regarded as important because Catholic
schools needed to re-assure themselves and
the people who supported them that, judged
by the only readily measurable means of
comparison, they were equal to, or rather
better than, State schools.

It should be added, perhaps, that this
school now includes "activities" in its
curriculum, which gives even 6th Formers
the opportunity to indulge their special in-
terests in anything from cooking and farm-
ing to electronics and aeronautics.

The vitally important aspects of the
school, its cultural, spiritual and religious
values, its school spirit and morale - these
are the things which receive short shrift in
the school's story because they are by nature
intangible, imponderable. The same is true
of the school's alumni. To say that a school
stands or falls by the quality of its ex-stu-
dents is a truism, but nothing definitive or
even useful on this point can be presented
here. However, as a matter of interest as
well as of pride, there is included elsewhere
in this publication a list of the religious and
priestly vocations produced by the school,
as well as a brief list of old boys of some
distinction in the communitv.

A word of thanks is due to the numerous
members of the clergy who from time to
time visited the classes or provided Con-
fession and Mass for the students. Our grat-
itude is expressed to the Marist Fathers
from Toongabbie, who in 1956 and for more
than a decade thereafter, provided Confes-
sion and Benediction for the Brothers every
Sunday afternoon. After the transfer of the
monastery to Westmead, Fr. O. Shelley,
S.V.D., became resident chaplain for 1968.
During the early part of 1969 we had as
chaplain Fr. A. Murphy, who was later
joined by Fr. Coolen. When these two White
Fathers took over the parish of Erskineville
in June, the spiritual needs of the Brothers
and the school were met first by Divine
Word Fathers such as Fr. Romanus, and
then by the Capuchin Fathers from Plump-
ton, especially by Fr. Roland. Since the be-
ginning of 1972, Fr. De Theye, S.M., has
been our resident chaplain.
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3 a n e r s .

H e o r t  o f  t h e  S c h o o l .  C h o p e l  b u i l t  f o r , r s e  o f
B r o t h e r s  o n d  S t u d e n t s .

r  , :n ing names is an invidious task,  but a
.  : : rust  bc ment ioned at  the r isk of  b la-

.nr ission, lncidental  reference has been
-. . -  to Frank Kel ly.  I t  should be added
'  .n the gcnerat ion af ter  the war,  Frank

.:  t i re less and highly successful  fund-
' - :  for  h is old school .  The work of  Reg

-- '  - ' \  and others has been indicated in the
-- , ;  t r f  the narrat ive.  We remember wi th
. '  ' . ;d.-  the long and fai thful  service of  Mrs.
- , - , ,  M e e h a n  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h c  G o l d e n

irn.  the chief  soLlrce of  revenuc for
,-  . ' , , r r 'nts and Fr iends over recent years.

. : . , rkS are of fered to the Malouf bro-
j : -  Doctors George, Phi l  and Joe, who
- ' .:r 'r\ ) 'cars havc devoted cheerful and
, .  . ' . ls  carc to Brothers in medical  nccd.

--  . r lso grateful  to Tom Walden. an old
:  1933-1938 v in tage,  who t rave l led

:  . :  \ ,  ( )vcr a long per iod f rom Leich-

.  - , r r i a l  s k i l l .

:  'nr) :C Brothcrs and lay-teachers of  the
.  . i  f i lc .  c lergy,  parents and fr iends, old

- ' : rchcs and team nlanagers,  those
r rn cmcrgencies,  and others who

-  -  : - ' i r  va luab lc  cont r ibu t ions  so  unob-
-  .  : r :  to bc anonymolrs in th is chron-

, .  i r r  a l l  thcsc unsLlng benefactors of
-r , ' . ) l  \ \ ' r -  of fer  our s incerc thanks. And
-: . . : r tLrc ic gocs or"r t  to al l  those wi l l ingly

' : .  Lad ies '  Aux i l ia ry ,  the  Parents  and
: . . .  :hc Tuck Shop and the Old Boys'

::r fc'tcs and raffles innumerable. in
- '  Hrr ldc-ns.  bott le dr ives and car dr ives.

.  -  . : . : r r . r i  a n d  w a l k a t h o n s .  M a v  a l l  t h e s c

> D ; +  s g o n s o r e d  b y  P a n d a  R e s t a u r a n t .

good people cnjoy the sat isf  act ion that
comes from help given unselfishly, and the
approval  that  Champagnat extended to
those who remain "hidden and unknown" in
their  good work,  not  to ment ion the blessing
of one -qreater than Champagnat.

Lay teachers, who were the backbone of
Catholic education in this country during
much of the l9th century, have now come
back into their own. Of the teachers at Mar-
ist Brothers' School Parramatta over these
hundred years, the two who gave longest
service have both been lay teachers.  Noel
Pettiford, who was engaged by Br. Anselm
in 1950 and died only last  year,  gave a
quarter of  a century of  h is l i fe to the school .
Bi l l  Shiel  has laboured for 19 years in the
same cause. To say nothing of  the subt le,
day-to-day influence for good of these men,
many old boys wil l remember Noel for his
science lessons, his versat i le expert ise in
sport  and his annual  Snowy excursions; and
Bill for his religion lessons, his devotion to
thc Society of  St .  Vinccnt de Paul ,  and his
promot ion of  debat ing and economics in the
schoo l .

To be real ist ic about thc futurc of  thc-
school  as i t  faces another century,  one must
recognise the need not only of  ntore zealous
sons of  Champagnat but also of  more
cqually zealous lay teachers, co-operating
with the Brothers and the Brothers with
thcm. in thc sreat work of Christian
cdr-rcat ion.
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